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Welcome Rev. Tita Valeriano who leads worship today
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
All Saints Sunday, November 1, 2026

Worship in person or online Sunday at 10 AM

See our website for the link: www.immanuel-alameda.org
For those online wanting to participate in communion, please have bread & wine/or juice available.
Rev. Crystal Larsen Stewart (away on maternity leave): pastor@immanuel-alameda.org
Church: 1420 Lafayette Street Alameda, CA 94501; Office: 1910 Santa Clara Ave.

(510) 523-0659 · office@immanuel-alameda.org
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THE GATHERING

The congregation’s parts are in bold type.

PRELUDE
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.

Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.  
Amen.
Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.
GATHERING HYMN: LBW #174 For All the Saints (vs. 1-4)
1 For all the saints who from their labors rest,
   all who by faith before the world confessed,

   your name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 
   Alleluia! Alleluia!

2 You were their rock, their fortress, and their might;

   you, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;

   you, in the darkness drear, their one true light.

   Alleluia! Alleluia!

3 Oh, may your soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,

   fight as the saints who nobly fought of old

   and win with them the victor’s crown of gold.

   Alleluia! Alleluia!

4 Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine,

   we feebly struggle, they in glory shine;

   yet all are one within your great design.

   Alleluia! Alleluia!

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.
KYRIE (Setting 2, LBW pg 79, chanted responsively)
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (Setting 2, LBW pg., sung)
Pastor or Cantor:
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Congregation
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
WORD

First Reading: Revelation 7:9-17

The book of Revelation is written to churches in Asia Minor during a time of oppression. This reading is a response to the question “Who is able to stand?”, assuring God’s protection and a vision of victory.

9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!”
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
  13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16 They will hunger no more and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat, 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 34:1-10, 22

 1 I will bless the Lord at all times; the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth.
 2 I will glory in the Lord; let the lowly hear and rejoice.
 3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; let us exalt God’s name together.
 4 I sought the Lord, who  answered me and delivered me from all my terrors.
 5 Look upon the Lord and be radiant, and let not your faces be ashamed.
 6 I called in my affliction, and the Lord heard me and saved me from all my troubles.
 7 The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear the Lord and delivers them.
 8 Taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are they who take refuge in God!
 9 Fear the Lord, you saints of the Lord, for those who fear the Lord lack nothing.
 10 The lions are in want and suffer hunger, but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.
 22 O Lord, you redeem the life of your servants, and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.
Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-3

A saint is one who has been set apart by God for God’s purposes. God, out of divine love, set us apart to be the children of God. Our holy hope is that we shall see God as God really is.

1 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God, and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3 And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Setting 2, LBW pg.83, sung)
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Gospel:  Matthew 5:1-12
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1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:
  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord. 
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SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: WOV #689 Rejoice in God's Saints
1
Rejoice in God's saints today and all days! A world without saints forgets how to praise.


Their faith in acquiring the habit of prayer, their depth of adoring, Lord, help us to share.

2
Some march with events to turn them God's way; some need to withdraw, the better to pray;


some carry the gospel through fire and through flood: our world is their parish, their purpose is God.

3
Rejoice in those saints, unpraised and unknown, who bear someone's cross, or shoulder their own:


they share our complaining, our comforts, our cares: what patience in caring, what courage is theirs!

4
Rejoice in God's saints today and all days! A world without saints forgets how to praise.


In loving, in living, they prove it is true: their way of self-giving, Lord, leads us to you.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 Text © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.


APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS

United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Fill your church with mercy and humility as we proclaim the gospel in our worship and witness in the world. Renew and inspire all who preach and teach among us. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Restore all lands suffering from ecological degradation. Protect soils and waterways. Point us toward innovative ways of living in harmony and joy with creation. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Unite the nations in their actions toward justice and peace. Raise up leaders who listen deeply for the needs of their communities, and surround the election process with wisdom and discernment. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Bring comfort and care to all who are in need, especially all who mourn this day. Sustain any who are weary, experiencing loneliness, or struggling with chronic illness . God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Nurture programs and communities that support elders and those who are homebound. Bless caregivers, nurses, chaplains, social workers, and hospice staff. Guide this congregation’s ministry with seniors and their families. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Here other prayers & petitions may be offered.

With grateful hearts we remember all who have died and now rest from their labors. Fill us with songs of praise until we too are gathered at your side. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus, your beloved.

Amen.
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
As we come to this time of offering, we invite you to give as you feel led, and we thank you for your generosity and faithful support of the work God is doing through our church.
OFFERTORY HYMN: (Setting 2, LBW pg. 86)
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.
COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE:  It is indeed right and salutary…    …we praise your name and join in
                                                  their unending hymn,
SANCTUS (Settin2, LBW pg. 89)
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PRAYER OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

OR

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

[image: image11.jpg]



COMMUNION ANTHEM (Setting 2, LBW pg. 92)  
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.
BLESSING
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.
The God of grace bless you now and forever. Amen.
SENDING HYMN: LBW #175 Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones
1
Ye watchers and ye holy ones, bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones,


raise the glad strain: "Alleluia!" Cry out, dominions, princedoms, pow'rs,


archangels, virtues, angel choirs: "Alleluia! Alleluia!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2
O higher than the cherubim, more glorious than the seraphim,


lead their praises: "Alleluia!" Thou bearer of the eternal Word,


most gracious, magnify the Lord: "Alleluia! Alleluia!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3
Respond, ye souls in endless rest, ye patriarchs and prophets blest:


"Alleluia! Alleluia!" Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong,


all saints triumphant, raise the song: "Alleluia! Alleluia!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4
O friends, in gladness let us sing, supernal anthems echoing:


"Alleluia! Alleluia!" To God the Father, God the Son,


and God the Spirit, Three in One: "Alleluia! Alleluia!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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PRAYER LIST

(Please call the office to add/or update the Prayer List)
Marty Cosgriff, God’s guidance and wisdom for Cameron, healing for Helene Rabe, Madeline McEntyre, Scott Tyler, Jim Lynch, Michele Hansen, Lisa Weathers, Matthew Allison, Antonio Jamir and family, Joann and Tye Peyton, Linda Fairless, Suzy and John Henry, Gudrun Schamoni, God’s protection for Rhea, David Forsyth, Phil Arthur, Ruth Wolf with cancer, Peter Dow, Francis and Rueben, Anne with cancer, protection for Audrey Frangiamore, Susan Rados, Jack L Taylor for mobility and strength, healing and God’s guidance for Bill Kay, Fred Schweiger, Tim M. for God’s guidance, for relief and healing, Tyrone Steele.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Our Island Preschool Trunk or Treat will be held in our parking lot from 3-7pm on Halloween, October 31st.  All children are welcome to enjoy the fun in a safe environment.
Fellowship Hour: We love spending time together after worship, please join us in Parish Hall and feel free to bring something yummy to share!

Council monthly meeting: The Council meets 3rd Wednesday of every month on Zoom. Next Council meeting is November18 at.7PM. Congregation members are welcome at the meetings,

Next Dine and Connect November 30, 2026: This is an interfaith and community run program to feed the houseless and food insecure in Alameda. Volunteers are need for all facets of the meal. Let the office know if you’d like to help. 

Immanuel Website: You can find our weekly worship bulletin, worship live streaming link, church calendar, events announcements and much more online. Please visit: 

Donate to Immanuel Online: It is important that our offerings continue to support our ministry. You can tithe to Immanuel several different ways including PayPal via the church website, through the mail: 1910 Santa Clara Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501, or through the church mail slot located to the right of the metal gate on Santa Clara Ave. Thank you! 

Pastor Availability & Contact Info: Rev. Crystal Larsen Stewart is on maternity leave through November 30. Please call or email the office for pastoral care needs. 
Church Office: Hours vary and are available by appointment. Please call the office at 510-523-0659 and leave a message for pastor or volunteers. We are in need of more volunteers for tasks like the Sunday bulletin, organizing and checking voicemail; please call if you can help.

Recycling: Pure Recycling is available by volunteer Walter McQuesten-510-521-1356. Collects: Plastic: CRV, empty, crushed, bagged, no lids (put lids in own recycle); Aluminum: empty, crushed/flattened and separated; Glass bottles: clean and boxed. It is good to recycle.
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Liturgy materials used from Sundays and Seasons used with permission
