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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

15th Sunday after Pentecost
September 6, 2026
Worship in person or online Sunday at 10 AM

See our website for the link: www.immanuel-alameda.org
For those online wanting to participate in communion, please have bread & wine/or juice available.
Rev. Crystal Larsen Stewart (away on maternity leave) · pastor@immanuel-alameda.org
Church: 1420 Lafayette Street Alameda, CA 94501; Office: 1910 Santa Clara Ave.

(510) 523-0659 · office@immanuel-alameda.org
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THE GATHERING

The congregation’s parts are in bold type.
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS – Welcome to Pr. Tita who leads us in worship today. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.

Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ.  
Amen.
Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN: LBW #551 Joyful, joyful we adore thee
1
Joyful, joyful we adore thee,


God of glory, Lord of love!


Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee,


praising thee, their sun above.


Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,


drive the gloom of doubt away.


Giver of immortal gladness,


fill us with the light of day.

2
All thy works with joy surround thee,


earth and heav’n reflect thy rays,


stars and angels sing around thee,


center of unbroken praise.


Field and forest, vale and mountain,


flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,


chanting bird, and flowing fountain


call us to rejoice in thee.

3
Thou art giving and forgiving,


ever blessing, ever blest,


wellspring of the joy of living,


ocean-depth of happy rest!


Thou our Father, Christ our brother,


all who live in love are thine;


teach us how to love each other,


lift us to the joy divine!

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1933

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.
KYRIE (Setting 2, LBW pg 79, chanted responsively)
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (Setting 2, LBW pg., sung)
Pastor or Cantor:
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Congregation
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
WORD

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary.

7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.
  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40  (read responsively)
 33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes,
  and I shall keep it to the end.
 34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
  I shall keep it with all my heart.
 35 Lead me in the path of your commandments,
  for that is my desire.
 36 Incline my heart to your decrees
  and not to unjust gain. 
 37 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
  give me life in your way.
 38 Fulfill your promise to your servant,
  which is for those who fear you.
 39 Turn away the reproach that I dread,
  because your judgments are good.
 40 Behold, I long for your commandments;
  by your righteousness enliven me. 

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Setting 2, LBW pg.83, sung)
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Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20
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[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

The gospel of the Lord. 
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SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: LBW #487 Let us ever walk with Jesus

1
Let us ever walk with Jesus,


follow his example pure,


through a world that would deceive us


and to sin our spirits lure.


Onward in his footsteps treading,


trav'lers here, our home above,


full of faith and hope and love,


let us do our Savior's bidding.


Faithful Lord, with me abide;


I shall follow where you guide.

2
Let us suffer here with Jesus,


and with patience bear our cross.


Joy will follow all our sadness;


where he is there is no loss.


Though today we sow no laughter,


we shall reap celestial joy:


all discomforts that annoy


shall give way to mirth hereafter.


Jesus, here I share your woe;


help me there your joy to know.

3
Let us gladly die with Jesus.


Since by death he conquered death,


he will free us from destruction,


give to us immortal breath.


Let us mortify all passion


that would lead us into sin;


and the grave that shuts us in


shall but prove the gate of heaven.


Jesus, here with you I die,


there to live with you on high.

4
Let us also live with Jesus.


He has risen from the dead


that to life we may awaken.


Jesus, you are now our head,


we are your own living members;


where you live, there we shall be


in your presence constantly,


living there with you forever.


Jesus, let me faithful be;


life eternal grant to me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.
A brief silence.

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal communities crying out after disaster (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who labor. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. (We pray especially for . . .) Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even through our imperfections. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the nearness of your salvation for (name/s, and) all who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
As we come to this time of offering, we invite you to give as you feel led, and we thank you for your generosity and faithful support of the work God is doing through our church.
OFFERTORY HYMN: (Setting 2, LBW pg. 86)
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.
COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE:  It is indeed right and salutary.
SANCTUS (Settin2, LBW pg. 89)
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PRAYER OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

OR

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

COMMUNION ANTHEM (Setting 2, LBW pg. 92)  
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.
BLESSING
The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,

in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.
The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances

through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN: WOV #754 Let us talents and tongues employ

1
Let us talents and tongues employ,


reaching out with a shout of joy:


bread is broken, the wine is poured,


Christ is spoken and seen and heard.

Refrain


Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,


pass the Word around: loaves abound!


Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,


pass the Word around: loaves abound!

2
Christ is able to make us one,


at the table he sets the tone,


teaching people to live to bless,


love in word and in deed express.  Refrain
3
Jesus calls us in, sends us out


bearing fruit in a world of doubt,


gives us love to tell, bread to share:


God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere!  Refrain
Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929

Text © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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PRAYER LIST

(Please call the office to add/or update the Prayer List)
Marty Cosgriff, Charlotte Berndt, God’s guidance and wisdom for Cameron, healing for Helene Rabe, Fred W. Taylor, Madeline McEntyre, Scott Tyler, Jim Lynch, Shirley Lustig, Michele Hansen, Lisa Weathers, Matthew Allison, Antonio Jamir and family, Joann and Tye Peyton, Linda Fairless, Shamari Johnson Moore, Suzy and John Henry, Gudrun Schamoni, God’s protection for Rhea, David Forsyth, Phil Arthur, Ruth Wolf with cancer, Peter Dow, Francis and Rueben, Anne with cancer, protection for Audrey Frangiamore, Susan Rados, Jack L Taylor for mobility and strength, healing and God’s guidance for Bill Kay, Fred Schweiger, Tim M. for God’s guidance, and for relief and healing, Tyrone Steele.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome Kaleil Stewart to Pastor Crystal and Kemal; born August 27th at 9:11am at 6.12 pounds and 19.69 inches. He’s a very expressive and sweet baby. Parents are ecstatic and appropriately tired 

Fellowship Hour: We love spending time together after worship, please join us in Parish Hall and feel free to bring something yummy to share!

Council monthly meeting: The Council meets 3rd Wednesday of every month. There will be no meeting in August; we will meet next in September at 7PM via Zoom. Date TBD. Congregation members are welcome at the meetings,

Next Dine and Connect, August 31, 2026: This is an interfaith and community run program to feed the houseless and food insecure in Alameda. Volunteers are need for all facets of the meal. Let the office know if you’d like to help. 

Immanuel Website: You can find our weekly worship bulletin, worship live streaming link, church calendar, events announcements and much more online. Please visit: 

Donate to Immanuel Online: It is important that our offerings continue to support our ministry. You can tithe to Immanuel several different ways including PayPal via the church website, through the mail: 1910 Santa Clara Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501, or through the church mail slot located to the right of the metal gate on Santa Clara Ave. Thank you! 

Pastor Availability & Contact Info: Rev. Crystal Larsen Stewart is on maternity leave through November 30. Please call or email the office for pastoral care needs. 

Church Office: Hours vary and are available by appointment. Please call the office at 510-523-
0659 and leave a message for pastor or volunteers. We are in need of more volunteers for tasks like the Sunday bulletin, organizing and checking voicemail; please call if you can help.

Recycling: Pure Recycling is available by volunteer Walter McQuesten-510-521-1356. Collects: Plastic: CRV, empty, crushed, bagged, no lids (put lids in own recycle); Aluminum: empty, crushed/flattened and separated; Glass bottles: clean and boxed. It is good to recycle.
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Liturgy materials used from Sundays and Seasons & Confession & Forgiveness Written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, ‘Hold Fast to What Is Good’. Used with permission
