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Welcome Rev. Meg Brogan who leads worship today

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 27, 2026
Worship in person or online Sunday at 10 AM

See our website for the link: www.immanuel-alameda.org
For those online wanting to participate in communion, please have bread & wine/or juice available.
Rev. Crystal Larsen Stewart (away on maternity leave) · pastor@immanuel-alameda.org
Church: 1420 Lafayette Street Alameda, CA 94501; Office: 1910 Santa Clara Ave.

(510) 523-0659 · office@immanuel-alameda.org
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THE GATHERING

The congregation’s parts are in bold type.

PRELUDE
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.

Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.  
Amen.
Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN: WOV #767 All Things Bright and Beautiful
Refrain: All things bright and beautiful,


   all creatures great and small,


   all things wise and wonderful,


   the Lord God made them all.

1
Each little flower that opens,


each little bird that sings,


God made their glowing colors,


God made their tiny wings.  Refrain
2
The purple-headed mountains,


the river running by,


the sunset, and the morning


that brightens up the sky.  Refrain
3
The cold wind in the winter,


the pleasant summer sun,


the ripe fruits in the garden,


God made them ev’ry one.  Refrain
4
God gave us eyes to see them,


and lips that we might tell


how great is God Almighty,


who has made all things well.  Refrain
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-1895, alt..

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.
KYRIE (Setting 2, LBW pg 79, chanted responsively)
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (Setting 2, LBW pg., sung)
Pastor or Cantor:
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Congregation
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
WORD

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live.

1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.
  25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?
  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 25:1-9

 1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
 3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
 4 Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.
 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
 6 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.
 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
 8 You are gracious and up- right, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in your way.
 9 You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.
Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13

As a call for harmony, Paul uses an early Christian hymn extolling the selflessness of Christ in his death on the cross. This is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.

1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped,  but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in appearance as a human, 8 he humbled himself   and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every other name, 10 so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Setting 2, LBW pg.83, sung)
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Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32
[image: image11.jpg]7

1
P

L

0 4

£\
| aw WAL
ANRY4

Lord.

you,

to

Glo




23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.”
The gospel of the Lord. 
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SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: LBW #456 The King of Love of Shepherd Is (vs. 1-4) Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
1
The King of love my shepherd is,

whose goodness faileth never;


I nothing lack if I am his


and he is mine forever.

2
Where streams of living water flow,


my ransomed soul he leadeth


and, where the verdant pastures grow,


with food celestial feedeth.

3
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,


but yet in love he sought me,


and on his shoulder gently laid,


and home, rejoicing, brought me.

4
In death's dark vale I fear no ill,


with thee, dear Lord, beside me,


thy rod and staff my comfort still;


thy cross before to guide me.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.
A brief silence.

Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen to the cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to name difficult truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world through sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to use their authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of humility. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts with your forgiveness. Help all those in need. Grant us your salvation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us to courageous learning and service in our community, especially in new or challenging places. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Here other prayers and petitions may be offered.

Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at rest. As we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
As we come to this time of offering, we invite you to give as you feel led, and we thank you for your generosity and faithful support of the work God is doing through our church.
OFFERTORY HYMN: (Setting 2, LBW pg. 86)
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.
COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE:  It is indeed right and salutary…
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SANCTUS (Settin2, LBW pg. 89)
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PRAYER OF INSTITUTION: 
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

OR

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
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COMMUNION ANTHEM (Setting 2, LBW pg. 92)  
[image: image17.jpg]o1z

of God,

ey

rZ7K

have

5

sin of the world

you take a -way the

Lamb

T
T
o

A
ey

way the

Lamb of God, you take a

on us.

mer-cy

0«
20
7

HO 7

1
have mer-cy

I

of

Lamb

on us.

5

of the world.

sin

5

of the world

sin

you take a - way the

ﬁﬂﬂﬂ
g
il
e 3
o
H
e &b
~rdl
|| ¢
Y m.
e 28
o
-]
il
Ba3
A
>




POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.
BLESSING
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.
SENDING HYMN: LBW #433 The Church of Christ in Every Age (vs.1-4)
1
The church of Christ, in ev'ry age

beset by change, but Spirit-led,


must claim and test its heritage


and keep on rising from the dead.

2
Across the world, across the street,


the victims of injustice cry


for shelter and for bread to eat,


and never live before they die.

3
Then let the servant church arise,


a caring church that longs to be


a partner in Christ's sacrifice,


and clothed in Christ's humanity.

4
For he alone, whose blood was shed,


can cure the fever in our blood,


and teach us how to share our bread


and feed the starving multitude.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000. Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission
DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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PRAYER LIST

(Please call the office to add/or update the Prayer List)
Marty Cosgriff, God’s guidance and wisdom for Cameron, healing for Helene Rabe, Madeline McEntyre, Scott Tyler, Jim Lynch, Michele Hansen, Lisa Weathers, Matthew Allison, Antonio Jamir and family, Joann and Tye Peyton, Linda Fairless, Suzy and John Henry, Gudrun Schamoni, God’s protection for Rhea, David Forsyth, Phil Arthur, Ruth Wolf with cancer, Peter Dow, Francis and Rueben, Anne with cancer, protection for Audrey Frangiamore, Susan Rados, Jack L Taylor for mobility and strength, healing and God’s guidance for Bill Kay, Fred Schweiger, Tim M. for God’s guidance, and for relief and healing, Tyrone Steele.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
Welcome Kaleil Stewart to Pastor Crystal and Kemal; born August 27th at 9:11am at 6.12 pounds and 19.69 inches. He’s a very expressive and sweet baby. Parents are ecstatic and appropriately tired 
 Fellowship Hour: We love spending time together after worship, please join us in Parish Hall and feel free to bring something yummy to share!

Council monthly meeting: The Council meets 3rd Wednesday of every month on Zoom. Next Council meeting is October 21at.7PM. Congregation members are welcome at the meetings,

Next Dine and Connect, Tomorrow,  September 28, 2026: This is an interfaith and community run program to feed the houseless and food insecure in Alameda. Volunteers are need for all facets of the meal. Let the office know if you’d like to help. 

Immanuel Website: You can find our weekly worship bulletin, worship live streaming link, church calendar, events announcements and much more online. Please visit: 

Donate to Immanuel Online: It is important that our offerings continue to support our ministry. You can tithe to Immanuel several different ways including PayPal via the church website, through the mail: 1910 Santa Clara Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501, or through the church mail slot located to the right of the metal gate on Santa Clara Ave. Thank you! 

Pastor Availability & Contact Info: Rev. Crystal Larsen Stewart is on maternity leave through November 30. Please call or email the office for pastoral care needs. 
Church Office: Hours vary and are available by appointment. Please call the office at 510-523-0659 and leave a message for pastor or volunteers. We are in need of more volunteers for tasks like the Sunday bulletin, organizing and checking voicemail; please call if you can help.

Recycling: Pure Recycling is available by volunteer Walter McQuesten-510-521-1356. Collects: Plastic: CRV, empty, crushed, bagged, no lids (put lids in own recycle); Aluminum: empty, crushed/flattened and separated; Glass bottles: clean and boxed. It is good to recycle.
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Liturgy materials used from Sundays and Seasons & Confession & Forgiveness Written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, ‘Hold Fast to What Is Good’. Used with permission
