IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Worship in person or online Sunday at 10 AM

See our website for the link: www.immanuel-alameda.org
For those online wanting to participate in communion, please have bread & wine/or juice available.

Rev. Crystal Larsen Stewart (on maternity leave)· pastor@immanuel-alameda.org
Church: 1420 Lafayette Street Alameda, CA 94501; Office: 1910 Santa Clara Ave.

(510) 523-0659 · office@immanuel-alameda.org
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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for
all people and that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The
Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who
is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As
Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its
mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering
around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of
comfort, healing, and justice for those in need.




 

THE GATHERING
The congregation’s parts are in bold type.
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to Rev. Dr. Cindy Au who leads our worship today.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray.  
Amen.
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN: WOV #744 Soon, and Very Soon

1    Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King,

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King,

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King,

Hallelujah, Hallelujah,

we're goin' to see the King!

2    No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King,

No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King,

No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King,

Hallelujah, Hallelujah,

we're goin' to see the King!

3    No more dying there we are goin' to see the King,

No more dying there we are goin' to see the King,

No more dying there we are goin' to see the King,

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah,

4    Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King,

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King,

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King,

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah

GREETING


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE: WOV #789 Now the Feast and Celebration
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, nationality, or any other category.
 1 Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come and my deliverance be revealed.
 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it and hold fast my covenant—7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house shall be called a house of prayer  for all peoples. 8 Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel: I will gather others to them besides those already gathered.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 67 (read responsively)
 1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
 2 Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations.
 3 Let the peoples praise  you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
 4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.
 5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
 6 The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us.
 7 May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all.
[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.
  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Music: Caribbean traditional




GOSPEL: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help.
Glory to you, O Lord.
10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”
  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY: WOV #734 Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me.

   See, on the portals he's waiting and watching, watching for you and for me.

Refrain: "Come home, (Come home,) come home! (come home!)  You who are weary, come home."  

                Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, "O sinner, come home!"

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, pleading for you and for me?

   Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, mercies for you and for me?  Refrain
3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, promised for you and for me!

   Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, pardon for you and for me.  Refrain
4 For to the angels God's given a command to guard you in all of your ways;

   upon their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone. Refrain

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.
For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the beloved community of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard endangered species and their habitats. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and communities, that they lead and serve justly. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort, community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen it in unwavering faith. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
Here other prayers & petitions may be offered.
For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues to direct your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or death. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
As we come to this time of offering, we invite you to give as you feel led, and we thank you for your generosity and faithful support of the work God is doing through our church.

OFFERTORY HYMN: WOV#705 As the Grains of Wheat 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.   Amen.
COMMUNION


THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THE PROPER PREFACE:  It is indeed right and salutary….
SANCTUS (ELW, S-153, Service 4)
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PRAYER OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
OR
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

COMMUNION ANTHEM (ELW, S-154, Service 4)  
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.
BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.  Amen.
SENDING HYMN: WOV #781 My Life Flows On in Endless Song

1
My life flows on in endless song;


above earth's lamentation,


I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn


that hails a new creation.

Refrain: No storm can shake my inmost calm

      while to that Rock I'm clinging.


Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth,


how can I keep from singing?

2
Through all the tumult and the strife,


I hear that music ringing.


It finds an echo in my soul.


How can I keep from singing?  Refrain
3
What though my joys and comforts die?


The Lord my Savior liveth.


What though the darkness gather round?


Songs in the night he giveth.  Refrain
4
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,


a fountain ever springing!


All things are mine since I am his!


How can I keep from singing?  Refrain


DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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PRAYER LIST
(Please call the office to add/or update the Prayer List)
Marty Cosgriff, Charlotte Berndt, God’s guidance and wisdom for Cameron, healing for Helene Rabe, Fred W. Taylor, Madeline McEntyre, Scott Tyler, Jim Lynch, Shirley Lustig, Michele Hansen, Lisa Weathers, Matthew Allison, Antonio Jamir and family, Joann and Tye Peyton, Linda Fairless, Shamari Johnson Moore, Suzy and John Henry, Gudrun Schamoni, God’s protection for Rhea, David Forsyth, Phil Arthur, Ruth Wolf with cancer, Peter Dow, Francis and Rueben, Anne with cancer, protection for Audrey Frangiamore, Susan Rados, Jack L Taylor for mobility and strength, healing and God’s guidance for Bill Kay, Fred Schweiger, Tim M. for God’s guidance, and for relief and healing for Tyrone Steele.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Fellowship Hour: We love spending time together after worship, please join us in Parish Hall and feel free to bring something yummy to share!

Council monthly meeting: The Council meets 3rd Wednesday of every month. There will be no meeting in August; we will meet next in September at 7PM via Zoom. Date TBD. Congregation members are welcome at the meetings,

Next Dine and Connect, August 31, 2026: This is an interfaith and community run program to feed the houseless and food insecure in Alameda. Volunteers are need for all facets of the meal. Let the office know if you’d like to help. 

Immanuel Website: You can find our weekly worship bulletin, worship live streaming link, church calendar, events announcements and much more online. Please visit: 

Donate to Immanuel Online: It is important that our offerings continue to support our ministry. You can tithe to Immanuel several different ways including PayPal via the church website, through the mail: 1910 Santa Clara Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501, or through the church mail slot located to the right of the metal gate on Santa Clara Ave. Thank you! 

Pastor Availability & Contact Info: Rev. Crystal Larsen Stewart is on maternity leave through November 30. Please call or email the office for pastoral care needs. 

Church Office: Hours vary and are available by appointment. Please call the office at 510-523-0659 and leave a message for pastor or volunteers. We are in need of more volunteers for tasks like the Sunday bulletin, organizing and checking voicemail; please call if you can help.

Recycling: Pure Recycling is available by volunteer Walter McQuesten-510-521-1356. Collects: Plastic: CRV, empty, crushed, bagged, no lids (put lids in own recycle); Aluminum: empty, crushed/flattened and separated; Glass bottles: clean and boxed. It is good to recycle.
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Liturgy materials used from Sundays and Seasons & Confession & Forgiveness Written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, ‘Hold Fast to What Is Good’. Used with permission
