IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 5, 2026

Worship in person or online Sunday at 10 AM
See our website for the link: www.immanuel-alameda.org
For those online wanting to participate in communion, please have bread & wine/or juice available.

Rev. Crystal Larsen Stewart · pastor@immanuel-alameda.org
Church: 1420 Lafayette Street Alameda, CA 94501; Office: 1910 Santa Clara Ave.
(510) 523-0659 · office@immanuel-alameda.org
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THE GATHERING
The congregation’s parts are in bold type.

PRELUDE

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray.  
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN: LBW#562 Lift Every Voice and Sing


1	Lift ev'ry voice and sing till earth and heaven ring,
	ring with the harmonies of liberty.
	Let our rejoicing rise high as the list'ning skies,
	let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
	Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
	sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
	facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
	let us march on till victory is won.

2	Stony the road we trod, bitter the chast'ning rod,
	felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
	yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet
	come to the place for which our parents sighed?
	We have come over a way that with tears has been watered;
	we have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
	out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last
	where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

3	God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
	thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
	thou who hast by thy might led us into the light,
	keep us forever in the path, we pray.
	Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee;
	lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee;
	shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand,
	true to our God, true to our native land.
Text: James W. Johnson, 1871-1938
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE: WOV #789 Now the Feast and Celebration
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67
 34 So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The LORD has greatly blessed my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. 36 And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old, and he has given him all that he has. 37 My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites in whose land I live, 38 but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’
  42 “I came today to the spring and said, ‘O LORD, God of my master Abraham, if now you will only make successful the way I am going! 43 I am standing here by the spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” 44 and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also”—let her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed for my master’s son.’
  45 “Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water jar on her shoulder, and she went down to the spring and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ 46 She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water your camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered the camels. 47 Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the ring on her nose and the bracelets on her arms. 48 Then I bowed my head and worshiped the LORD and blessed the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. 49 Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or to the left.” 58 And they called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will.” 59 So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his men. 60 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, “May you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your offspring gain possession of the gates of their foes.” 61 Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man, and the servant took Rebekah and went his way.
  62 Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi and was settled in the Negeb. 63 Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field, and, looking up, he saw camels coming. 64 And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel 65 and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. 66 And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 67 Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 145:8-14
8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works.
10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD, and your faithful ones shall bless you.
11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power,
12 that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.
14 The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me.
  21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Glory to you, O Lord..
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: LBW#359 In Christ There Is No East or West

1	In Christ there is no east or west,
	in him no south or north,
	but one community of love
	throughout the whole wide earth.

2	In Christ shall true hearts ev’rywhere
	their high communion find;
	his service is the golden cord
	close binding humankind.
3	Join hands, disciples of the faith,
	whate’er your race may be.
	All children of the loving God
	are surely kin to me.

4	In Christ now meet both east and west,
	in him meet south and north;
	all Christly souls are one in him
	throughout the whole wide earth.

Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941

APOSTLES’ CREED
[bookmark: _Hlk137203810]I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
God our unity, your church flourishes in different languages, cultures, and movements. Grant us wisdom to discern when our yokes are too heavy, that we may live and serve in the freedom of your rest. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our life-giver, we grieve the pains placed upon our common home through war and neglect. What you have lovingly crafted, guide us to lovingly tend. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our freedom, you are no tyrant but bring peace. As this nation marks its declaration of independence, teach us our part in announcing peace for future generations. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our comfort, liberate all in our community who are captive to fear, who have become isolated or ill, or who are in any need especially those on our prayer list. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our guide, we do not always have the strength to do the good we wish to do. Free us from the cycles of violence that bind us, that all know your liberation. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other prayers may be offered.
God our home, you model freedom through the love shared across communities of trust and goodwill. As we remember those now gone to eternal rest, we thank you for the gifts of life together. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
As we come to this time of offering, we invite you to give as you feel led, and we thank you for your generosity and faithful support of the work God is doing through our church.

OFFERTORY HYMN: WOV#705 As the Grains of Wheat 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.   Amen.

COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE:  It is indeed right and salutary.

SANCTUS (S-153, Service 4)
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PRAYER OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

OR

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

COMMUNION ANTHEM (S-154, Service 4)  
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.  Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW#888 O Beautiful for Spacious Skies. Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929
 1   O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain,
	for purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain:
	America! America! God shed his grace on thee,
	and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea.

2	O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife,
	who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life:
	America! America! May God thy gold refine,
	till all success be nobleness, and ev'ry gain divine.

3	O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years
	thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears:
	America! America! God mend thine ev'ry flaw,
	confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law.
[bookmark: _Hlk233959645]
DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

PRAYER LIST
(Please call the office to add/or update the Prayer List)
Marty Cosgriff, Charlotte Berndt, God’s guidance and wisdom for Cameron, healing for Helene Rabe, Fred W. Taylor, Madeline McEntyre, Scott Tyler, Jim Lynch, Shirley Lustig, Michele Hansen, Lisa Weathers, Matthew Allison, Antonio Jamir and family, Joann and Tye Peyton, Linda Fairless, Shamari Johnson Moore, Suzy and John Henry, Gudrun Schamoni, God’s protection for Rhea, David Forsyth, Phil Arthur, Ruth Wolf with cancer, Peter Dow, Francis and Rueben, Anne with cancer, protection for Audrey Frangiamore, Susan Rados, Jack L Taylor for mobility and strength, healing and God’s guidance for Bill Kay, Fred Schweiger, Tim M. for God’s guidance, for relief and healing, Tyrone Steele.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Message from Pastor Crystal: Kemal And I thank each of you from the bottom of our hearts for the beautiful baby shower and all the generosity that was shown to us from you, Immanuel Lutheran Church, this past Sunday. Every onesie, rattle, and monetary gift will be put to good use. They say it takes a village, and it is so true! We are blessed to have our Immanuel family along with us as we start this new journey as parents. 
In Gratitude, 
Rev. Crystal Larsen Stewart and Kemal Stewart. 

Parking Lot Concert, Saturday July 11 from 2pm to 4:30pm: Come and party in our parking lot with the band "Spill the Wine" There will be food trucks. Fun for the whole family. Adults $10, children Free.  A fundraiser for the restoration of our 135-year-old sanctuary. See information below. 

Favorite Hymns for Summer: For the rest of this summer, we will be using favorite hymns chosen by our congregation. Fill out ballot below to list your favorite hymns..
Fellowship Hour: We love spending time together after worship, please join us in Parish Hall and feel free to bring something yummy to share!
Council monthly meeting: The Council meets 3rd Wednesday of every month. The next meeting is June 17, 2026 at 7PM via Zoom. Congregation members are welcome at the meetings,
Next Dine and Connect, July 27, 2026: This is an interfaith and community run program to feed the houseless and food insecure in Alameda. Volunteers are need for all facets of the meal. Let the office know if you’d like to help. 
Immanuel Website: You can find our weekly worship bulletin, worship live streaming link, church calendar, events announcements and much more online. Please visit: 
Donate to Immanuel Online: It is important that our offerings continue to support our ministry. You can tithe to Immanuel several different ways including PayPal via the church website, through the mail: 1910 Santa Clara Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501, or through the church mail slot located to the right of the metal gate on Santa Clara Ave. Thank you! 
Pastor Availability & Contact Info: Rev. Crystal Larsen Stewart’s office hours are Fridays. She can be reached by phone and email to schedule time for pastoral care and appointments. Cell: 510-693-1974. Email: pastor@immanuel-alameda.org
Church Office: Hours vary and are available by appointment. Please call the office at 510-523-0659 and leave a message for pastor or volunteers. We are in need of more volunteers for tasks like the Sunday bulletin, organizing and checking voicemail; please call if you can help.
Recycling: Pure Recycling is available by volunteer Walter McQuesten-510-521-1356. Collects: Plastic: CRV, empty, crushed, bagged, no lids (put lids in own recycle); Aluminum: empty, crushed/flattened and separated; Glass bottles: clean and boxed. It is good to recycle.

FAVORITE HYMN LIST
In response to numerous hymn requests, please use this form to write down your favorite hymns. These hymns will serve as the basis for the hymn selections to be sung at the 10am worship service during the summer months.
Please fill in either the number or first line of text of your favorite hymns from either the Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship (ELW), Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW), or With One Voice (WOV). Use the back of the ballot if there is not enough space on the front. Obviously, we won’t be able to get to all of the hymns, but use this opportunity to let us know what hymns are especially meaningful to you. Please make your selections as soon as possible and return it to the Music Director, or place it in the collection plate, or just turn into the church office for early tabulation.
Hymn #________ First Line: ___________________________
Hymn #________ First Line: ___________________________
Hymn #________ First Line: ___________________________
Hymn #________ First Line: ___________________________
Hymn #________ First Line: ___________________________
[image: ]
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