IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Third Sunday after Pentecost 
June 14, 2026

Worship in person or online Sunday at 10 AM
See our website for the link: www.immanuel-alameda.org
For those online wanting to participate in communion, please have bread & wine/or juice available.

Rev. Crystal Larsen Stewart · pastor@immanuel-alameda.org
Church: 1420 Lafayette Street Alameda, CA 94501; Office: 1910 Santa Clara Ave.
(510) 523-0659 · office@immanuel-alameda.org
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THE GATHERING
The congregation’s parts are in bold type.

PRELUDE

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray.  
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN: WOV#745 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death

1 Awake, O sleeper, rise from death,
   and Christ shall give you light;
   so learn his love, its length and breadth,
   its fullness, depth, and height.

2 To us on earth he came to bring
   from sin and fear release,
   to give the Spirit’s unity,
   the very bond of peace.

3 Then walk in love as Christ has loved,
   who died that he might save;
   with kind and gentle hearts forgive
   as God in Christ forgave.

4 For us Christ lived, for us he died,
   and conquered in the strife.
   Awake, arise, go forth in faith,
   and Christ shall give you life.
Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984.© 1980 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.

[image: Icon1 Holy Trinity 04 (Color)]


HYMN OF PRAISE: WOV #789 Now the Feast and Celebration
[image: ]
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Genesis 18:1-15 [21:1-7]
God, in the form of three messengers, announces to Sarah and Abraham that they will have a child. Sarah, because of her advanced age, laughs at this seeming impossibility. But nothing is impossible for God, and in due course Isaac is born (Gen. 21:1-7). Now, Sarah confesses, everyone will share in her joyous laughter.
1 The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. 3 He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it before them, and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.
  9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10 Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I be fruitful?” 13 The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “Yes, you did laugh.”
  21:1 The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. 2 Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. 4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 Now Sarah said, “God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.” 7 And she said, “Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 100
 1 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands! 2 Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song.
 3 Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong; we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.
 4 Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the courts with praise; give thanks and bless God’s holy name.
 5 Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from age to age.

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8
We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God because we were brought into a right relationship with God through Christ’s death.
1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
  6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35—10:8-23
Glory to you, O Lord.
35 Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
  10:1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.
  5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take a road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin disease; cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. [9 Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff, for laborers deserve their food. 11 Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.
  16 “I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the gentiles. 19 When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you at that time, 20 for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21 Sibling will betray sibling to death and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, 22 and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you in this town, flee to the next, for truly I tell you, you will not have finished going through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION ON CRECE’S MINISTRY BY TULIO ESTEVAN

HYMN OF THE DAY: WOV#776 Be Thou My Vision

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
   naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
   thou my best thought by day and by night,
   waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
   I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
   Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tower,
   raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my   pow’r.
3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,
   thou mine inheritance, now and always:
   thou, and thou only, first in my heart,
   great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

4 Light of my soul, after victory won,
  may I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s Sun!
  Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
  still be my vision, O Ruler of all.



APOSTLES’ CREED
[bookmark: _Hlk137203810]I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.
A brief silence.

God of freedom, you ransomed Israel from slavery to be a holy people. As we observe Juneteenth this coming week, free us also to be a people who proclaim your liberating love. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God of creation, you call all the earth to make a joyful noise to you. Let us join the chorus of the natural world in proclaiming your glory. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God of the nations, you sent Jesus as peace for all of humankind. Bring an end to war and conflict, bring hope to places devasted by destruction, and sustain those who advocate for peace. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God of grace, you pour hope and love into our hearts in times of shame and doubt. Protect those experiencing housing insecurity. Uplift anyone struggling with hopelessness, illness, or other worries especially those on our prayer list. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God of all, you call your children to serve in a plentiful harvest. Give us the wisdom to know how best to serve our local community and our neighbors. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other prayers may be offered.
God of faith, we give thanks for the saints who earnestly seek you. Guide us as we seek to follow those who have led your church. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.
Amen.

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
As we come to this time of offering, we invite you to give as you feel led, and we thank you for your generosity and faithful support of the work God is doing through our church.

OFFERTORY HYMN: WOV#705 As the Grains of Wheat 
[image: ]
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.   Amen.

COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE:  It is indeed right and salutary.

SANCTUS (S-153, Service 4)
[image: ]
PRAYER OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

OR

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

COMMUNION ANTHEM (S-154, Service 4)  
[image: ]

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.  Amen.

SENDING HYMN: WOV#722 Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises
Refrain: Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts are filled with gladness.
	        Hallelujah! We sing your praises,  all our hearts are filled with gladness.  Repeat

1	Christ the Lord to us said: I am wine, I am bread,
	I am wine, I am bread, give to all who thirst and hunger.
Repeat stanza, then sing refrain

2	Now he sends us all out, strong in faith, free of doubt,
	strong in faith, free of doubt. Tell to all the joyful gospel.
Repeat stanza, then sing refrain
Text: South African, tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
.English text © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.  Duplication in any form prohibited without permission..

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

PRAYER LIST
(Please call the office to add/or update the Prayer List)
Marty Cosgriff, Charlotte Berndt, God’s guidance and wisdom for Cameron, healing for Helene Rabe, Fred W. Taylor, Madeline McEntyre, Scott Tyler, Jim Lynch, Shirley Lustig, Michele Hansen, Lisa Weathers, Matthew Allison, Antonio Jamir and family, Joann and Tye Peyton, Linda Fairless, Shamari Johnson Moore, Suzy and John Henry, Gudrun Schamoni, God’s protection for Rhea, David Forsyth, Phil Arthur, Ruth Wolf with cancer, Peter Dow, Francis and Rueben, Anne with cancer, protection for Audrey Frangiamore, Susan Rados, Jack L Taylor for mobility and strength, healing and God’s guidance for Bill Kay, Fred Schweiger, Tim M. for God’s guidance, for relief and healing.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CRECE Presentation Today, June 14: Join us for worship when Tulio Estavan will present information on what his organization is doing in our community and beyond to serve those in need.
Fellowship Hour: We love spending time together after worship, please join us in Parish Hall and feel free to bring something yummy to share!
Council monthly meeting: The Council meets 3rd Wednesday of every month. The next meeting is June 17, 2026 at 7PM via Zoom. Congregation members are welcome at the meetings,
Next Dine and Connect, June 29, 2026: This is an interfaith and community run program to feed the houseless and food insecure in Alameda. Volunteers are need for all facets of the meal. See Terry O’Connor if you’d like to help. 
Immanuel Website: You can find our weekly worship bulletin, worship live streaming link, church calendar, events announcements and much more online. Please visit: 
Donate to Immanuel Online: It is important that our offerings continue to support our ministry. You can tithe to Immanuel several different ways including PayPal via the church website, through the mail: 1910 Santa Clara Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501, or through the church mail slot located to the right of the metal gate on Santa Clara Ave. Thank you! 
Pastor Availability & Contact Info: Rev. Crystal Larsen Stewart’s office hours are Fridays. She can be reached by phone and email to schedule time for pastoral care and appointments. Cell: 510-693-1974. Email: pastor@immanuel-alameda.org
Church Office: Hours vary and are available by appointment. Please call the office at 510-523-0659 and leave a message for pastor or volunteers. We are in need of more volunteers for tasks like the Sunday bulletin, organizing and checking voicemail; please call if you can help.
Recycling: Pure Recycling is available by volunteer Walter McQuesten-510-521-1356. Collects: Plastic: CRV, empty, crushed, bagged, no lids (put lids in own recycle); Aluminum: empty, crushed/flattened and separated; Glass bottles: clean and boxed. It is good to recycle.
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